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Sallachy Wind Farm  

Background 
This document is a Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the Sallachy Wind Farm Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Report which supports the application by WKN GmbH (the Applicant) for the development 
of a wind farm (the Proposed Development) in the Scottish Highlands.  

The Applicant is preparing an application for the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
Proposed Development, located approximately 18 km north-west of Lairg on the shores of Loch Shin. 

Planning permission for the Proposed Development is being sought through an application to The Highland 
Council for planning permission under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) 
(Scottish Government, 1997). 

Since the Proposed Development was first introduced to the local community in 2008, the Applicant has 
engaged closely with the local community and sought to ensure that any changes to accommodate local 
representations and responses are incorporated where possible. All of the Applicant’s projects are 
developed with a strong commitment to local communities to ensure that local amenities are protected 
where possible, environmental effects are minimised, and local employment opportunities and community 
benefit funds are provided to maximise local benefits. 

Purpose of the EIA Report 
ITPEnergised was appointed by the Applicant to undertake an EIA of the Proposed Development in 
accordance with The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 (‘the EIA Regulations’). The EIA process is the systematic process of identifying, predicting, evaluating, 
and mitigating the environmental impacts of a proposed development. 

The EIA process is reported in this EIA Report, which identifies the methodologies used to assess the potential 
environmental effects predicted to result from the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
Proposed Development. Where appropriate, it also sets out mitigation measures designed to prevent, 
reduce and, if possible, offset potential significant adverse environmental effects. An assessment of residual 
effects, those expected to remain following the implementation of mitigation measures, is also presented. 

Availability of the EIA Report 
Electronic copies of the EIA Report can be accessed at https://sallachywindfarm.co.uk/ or via The Highland 
Council planning portal at https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/. 

Hard copies of the NTS are available for free from the Applicant. Hard copies of the EIA Report or its 
component volumes are available on request from the Applicant for the cost of printing and distribution. In 
addition, all documents are available on request (as a PDF for screen viewing only) on a USB for the cost of 
production and distribution. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in line with The Town and Country Planning (Miscellaneous Temporary 
Modifications) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (Scottish Government, 2020) no physical copies of 
the EIA Report are available for viewing at any council or community locations at the time of submission. 

Representations to the Application 

Any representations to the application should be made directly to The Highland Council at the following 
email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk  

https://sallachywindfarm.co.uk/
https://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/
mailto:eplanning@highland.gov.uk
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Site Location and Description 
The site is located in Sutherland, in the Highland Council area. The site lies approximately 18 km north-west 
of Lairg on the shores of Loch Shin. The central grid reference for the site is British National Grid (BNG) 
240730, 921063 and it occupies an area of approximately 1,044 hectares (ha).  

The site sits within Sallachy Estate, which has two holiday cottages, one lodge and approximately 6,000 ha 
of Forestry Stewardship Council certified woodland. The site itself comprises largely open moorland which 
slopes down to the south shore of Loch Shin and is intersected by several minor watercourses. 

Access to the site would be from the A838, along an existing access track which serves the Cassley Hydro 
Power scheme. The hydro power station sits on the edge of Loch Shin to the north-west of the main body of 
the site.   

The site is located within the Reay – Cassley Wild Land Area and sits to the north of the Strath an Loin Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), part of the Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands Special Protected Area (SPA), 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar Site. 

The nearest properties to the site boundary are 2.3 km. it is considered that this remoteness would minimise 
the impact on the local human population, as distance diminishes both the potential visual impact and any 
potential impacts from noise.  

The site location and site boundary are shown in Figure 1.  

 

Figure 1. Site Location 
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Site Selection & Design 
Sallachy Wind Farm has been in development since 2008. The Applicant previously submitted a Section 36 
application in 2011 to the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit for consent to construct and operate 
a wind farm at this site. The previously proposed development comprised twenty-two turbines with a total 
installed capacity up to 66 megawatts (MW). An addendum was submitted in 2012 to aid the decision process, 
however, in 2015 Scottish Ministers responded to the proposal with the decision to refuse consent for the 
application.  

Following review of the Scottish Ministers decision, the Applicant considers that through reduction of the 
original proposed layout, it would be possible to reduce the landscape and visual impacts to an acceptable 
level.  

Since 2015 the Applicant has continued consultations with The Highland Council and has undertaken 
revisions of the proposed layout to address the concerns raised during the application process and minimise 
impacts.  

Design Process 

The Proposed Development layout has been informed by a robust environmental assessment and design 
iteration process, taking into account potential environmental, landscape and visual impacts and their effects, 
physical constraints and health and safety considerations. The information used to inform the design 
iteration process included consultation responses received, baseline data and the impact assessment 
undertaken.  

The layout of the Proposed Development has undergone multiple iterations as part of the design process, 
informed by the EIA. Each iteration is discussed in detail in Chapter 3 of the EIA Report.  

The final layout comprises nine turbines, and their associated infrastructure, including hardstandings, new 
and upgraded access tracks, and watercourse crossings as shown in Figure 2.  

The Proposed Development layout is considered to represent the most appropriate design, taking into 
account potential environmental impacts and their effects, physical constraints, and health and safety 
considerations, while maximising the generating capacity of the site and therefore its contribution to 
commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

The process of design iteration is explained fully in Chapter 3 of the EIA Report. 
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Description of the Development  

The Proposed Development  

The Proposed Development would consist of up to nine wind 
turbines, up to 149.9 m from ground to blade tip. The overall 
installed capacity of the Proposed Development would be no 
greater than 49.9 MW. A number of ancillary elements are also 
proposed: 

➢ Turbine foundations and crane hardstandings; 

➢ 8.9 km of existing access track and 7.0 km of new access 
track; 

➢ Approximately 48 new watercourse crossings; 

➢ underground electrical cabling;  

➢ 1 temporary construction compound; and 

➢ 1 temporary borrow pit search area.  

The proposed site layout is shown in Figure 2.  

A micro-siting allowance of up to 50 m in all directions is being 
sought in respect to each turbine and its associated 
infrastructure in order to help ensure that any newly encountered environmental sensitivities can be avoided 
during the construction phase.  It is possible that preconstruction surveys could identify such sensitivities 
and therefore it is important to have the ability to use micro-siting to avoid or minimise the impact.  It is 
proposed that the micro-siting of all infrastructure will be subject to an appropriately worded planning 
condition. 

All micro-siting will be overseen by a qualified Ecological Clerk of Work (ECoW). 

A full description of the Proposed Development can be found in Chapter 4 of the EIA Report. 

AT A GLANCE… 
Number of Turbines: 9 

Dimensions: up to 149.9m 
to blade tip. 

Operational Lifespan: 30 
years. 

Generation Capacity: no 
greater than 49.9 MW 
total. 

Energy Generated: provide 
electricity for 
approximately 32,500 
households.  

Principal Access: off A838.  
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Figure 2. Proposed Development Site Layout  

Construction 

The on-site construction period for the Proposed Development is expected to take approximately 18 months, 
and construction is anticipated to commence in 2023. Normal construction hours will be between 07:00 and 
18:00 Monday to Friday and 07:00 to 12:00 on Saturdays. No working will, under normal conditions, be 
undertaken on Sundays or public holidays. These times have been chosen to minimise disturbance to local 
residents but if required they could be further restricted as agreed with The Highland Council by an 
appropriately worded condition. Deliveries of turbine components and erection may take place outside 
these hours to minimise disturbance. 

Details of the construction programme will be provided to The Highland Council in a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) prior to the commencement of construction. Implementation of 
the CEMP will be overseen by the ECoW.  

The construction programme will consist of the following principal operations, listed sequentially where 
possible.  However, some elements of the construction programme would likely be phased so that certain 
activities will take place concurrently: 

➢ construction of the temporary site compounds and establishment of temporary site facilities; 

➢ construction of access tracks, including construction of watercourse crossings, and excavation of 
cable trenches; 

➢ construction of wind turbine foundations, crane pad hardstanding areas and substation; 

➢ installation of underground cabling; 

➢ construction of concrete batching plant; 

➢ erection of wind turbines; 

➢ connection of on-site electrical power and signal cables; 
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➢ commissioning of site equipment; and 

➢ site reinstatement and restoration of temporary works area. 

Operation  

The operation of the Proposed Development will be largely automated with control of, and data analysis 
from, the Proposed Development managed continuously to help ensure its continued safe and efficient 
operation. 

The lifetime of the Proposed Development is envisaged to be 30 years from the final commissioning to 
commencement of decommissioning. Routine maintenance and servicing will be performed on each wind 
turbine once or twice each year. Additionally, there may be a need to conduct ad hoc maintenance in the 
first few months following commissioning and in the event of a breakdown.  

Decommissioning  

At the end of the Proposed Development’s operational lifespan of 30 years, it will be decommissioned, unless 
subject to a successful new planning application for repowering.  It is expected that decommissioning will 
take approximately 6 months. The environmental effects of decommissioning are considered to be similar in 
nature to, but with lesser impacts than, those during construction, and over a shorter time period. 

Prior to decommissioning, a Decommissioning Environmental Management Plan (DEMP) will be produced to 
reflect then current legislation and policy and will be agreed with the relevant statutory authorities. 

Consultation 

Statutory Consultation 

Consultation remains a critical component of the EIA process. In order to inform the EIA, there has been on-
going consultation with the local community, statutory consultees, engagement through meetings and 
correspondence, or through the application process for the previously proposed 22 turbine development. 
Full details of these are provided within each technical chapter of the EIA Report.  

Direct consultation has also been undertaken with specific statutory consultees, to confirm and agree the 
detailed approach to the technical surveys and assessments on a topic by topic basis. 

Public/Community Consultation 

The Applicant has consulted widely with the general public/local community on the Proposed Development, 
including holding community consultation events and presentations at community council meetings. There 
has been ongoing engagement with the local communities since 2012 including the establishment of a 
Community Liaison Forum.  

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, online consultation, including telephone conferences and webinars were 
arranged for the general public in July 2020.  

Full details of all the public consultation that has been undertaken can be found within the Pre-Application 
Consultation (PAC) Report. 
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Environmental Impact Assessment  
The EIA considers the effects of the Proposed Development during construction, operation and 
decommissioning on the following topics: 

➢ landscape and visual (effects to the character of the landscape and views from agreed locations); 

➢ ecology (the effects to protected habitats, flora and fauna, excluding birds); 

➢ ornithology (the effects to birds and protected bird habitats); 

➢ noise (effects to local properties from noise caused by the Proposed Development); 

➢ archaeology & cultural heritage  (direct effects and indirect effects on historic assets); 

➢ access, traffic and transport (effects from vehicles travelling to, and from, the Proposed 
Development); 

➢ hydrology, hydrogeology, geology & soils (the effects to surface water, ground water, rocks and 
soils); 

➢ socio-economics, recreation and tourism (effects to the local and national economy, local tourism 
businesses, recreation facilities, and the change in use of the land at the site of the Proposed 
Development); 

➢ aviation and radar (effects to civil and military aviation facilities and air space); 

➢ telecommunications (effects to telecommunications links); and 

➢ shadow flicker (effects caused by the passing of the turbine blades in front of the sun).  

Chapter 2 of the EIA Report describes the EIA process in more detail. 

For each topic, the existing conditions (the baseline) were identified, the effects of the Proposed 
Development on these conditions assessed (the likely effects) and the standard best practice mitigation for 
the likely effects identified. Potential effects are assessed to determine which are significant and on what 
scale. Mitigation measures have then been proposed to minimise or avoid significant adverse effects where 
possible, as necessary. Following this, an assessment was undertaken to identify the residual effects of the 
Proposed Development on the existing conditions and the significance of any such residual effects, taking 
into consideration the proposed mitigations. An assessment of the cumulative effects of the Proposed 
Development in combination with other existing and proposed wind farm developments in the local area 
was also undertaken.  

A summary of the baseline conditions, the predicted effects, proposed mitigation and resulting residual 
effects for each topic is provided below. Full details of the EIA for each of the topics are provided in 
Chapters 6 to 14 of the EIA Report. 

Landscape and Visual 

The purpose of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is to identify and record the potential 
effects that the Proposed Development may have on physical elements of the landscape; landscape 
character; wild land areas; areas that have been designated for their scenic or landscape-related qualities; 
and views from various locations such as settlements, routes, tourism features and other sensitive locations. 
The potential cumulative effects that may arise from the addition of the Proposed Development to other 
wind farms are also considered. 

The study area for the LVIA covers a radius of 40 km from the outer turbines in the Proposed Development. 
The assessment has shown that the effect of the Proposed Development on the landscape and visual 
resource of the great majority of this study area will be not significant, which means that for the great 
majority of the study area, and the receptors that lie within it, the effect of the Proposed Development is 
not defining and the existing, baseline, characteristics of the landscape and views will continue to prevail. 
The receptors that will not be significantly affected by the Proposed Development include Gardens and 
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Designed Landscapes, local scenic designations, settlements, ‘A’ roads other than the A838, railway lines, 
long-distance walking routes, core paths, the Crask Viewpoint, and mountain tops at Ben Klibreck, Quinag, 
and Arkle, and the great majority of the landscape character types that are found within the study area.  

While the effect on the majority of the study area will be not significant, the LVIA has indicated that there is 
potential for the Proposed Development to result in some localised significant effects on the area that lies 
in closer proximity to the site. The LVIA has identified that there is potential for significant effects to arise on 
the landscape character of the site and some parts of its surroundings; views from mountain tops at Ben 
More Assynt and Ben Hee, a stretch of the A838, the high point of Cnoc an Alaskie, the Maovally track, and 
the corrie at Coire Ceann Loch. The Residential Visual Amenity Assessment concludes that while there are 
likely to be significant effects on the residential visual amenity of the 11 properties that lie within 3 km of 
the nearest turbine in the Proposed Development or 250 m of the Proposed Development infrastructure, 
these effects do not have the potential to reach the Residential Visual Amenity Threshold. 

The effects that the Proposed Development may have on the Assynt-Coigach National Scenic Area (NSA) and 
two Wild Land Areas (WLAs) have been considered in the assessment. In relation to the NSA, localised 
significant effects have been assessed to arise on two Special Landscape Qualities (SLQs) in one part of the 
NSA, out of a total of 10 SLQs of the NSA. However, this effect is not considered to significantly adversely 
affect the overall ‘integrity’ of the NSA as a scenic designation.  

The Proposed Development lies within the south-eastern fringes of the Reay-Cassley WLA (WLA 34). The 
assessment of effects on wild land indicates that the Proposed Development is likely to result in a localised 
significant effect on one of the four Wild Land Qualities (WLQs) of this WLA. However, the mitigation that 
has been applied to the Proposed Development ensures that the significant effects on the qualities of the 
WLA have been substantially overcome by mitigation. A second WLA (Foinaven-Ben Hee, WLA 37) has also 
been considered in the assessment, and the effects of the Proposed Development on the WLQs and the 
integrity of this WLA, which lies to the north of the Proposed Development, have been assessed as not 
significant.  

As well as assessing the effect of the Proposed Development itself, the LVIA assesses the cumulative effect 
that may arise when the Proposed Development is added to various scenarios of operational, under-
construction, consented, application and scoping stage wind farms. The cumulative assessment concludes 
that the cumulative effect of the Proposed Development on the great majority of receptors and viewpoints 
will be not significant. However, the addition of the Proposed Development to any scenario of cumulative 
wind farms is likely to lead to a significant cumulative effect on the view from Cnoc an Alaskie and on the 
landscape character type (LCT) (sweeping moorland and flows - LCT 134) that covers this area and its vicinity.  

The assessment has indicated that significant visual effects are likely to be contained within approximately 
12.2 km of the turbines in the Proposed Development, although they may, in unusual circumstances, arise 
beyond this. Significant effects on landscape character are likely to be contained within a maximum radius 
of approximately 8.2 km from the turbines in the Proposed Development (with this distance arising only in 
unusual circumstances; the maximum extent of a significant effect elsewhere is approximately 7 km). 

Ecology 

The full assessment of the effects on ecological receptors is provided in Chapter 7 of the EIA Report.  

Targeted baseline ecology surveys, following best practice guidance, were undertaken between 2018 and 
2020. 

The study area was characterised by blanket bog habitat with a variety of other habitats also present. These 
included wet dwarf shrub heath, wet modified bog, acid grassland, marshy grassland and dry dwarf shrub 
heath. 

There were occasional signs of badger, otter and water voles recorded within the study area. These included 
a single, occasionally used satellite badger sett. A low number of otter signs were recorded in riparian 
habitats, including spraints and a single couch. Water vole signs were notable in riparian habitat along the 
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existing access track. They were also occasionally recorded in suitable habitat more widely across the study 
area. 

There were low number of bats recorded in the open habitat across the study area, including common 
pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle and Daubenton’s bat. 

There were low number of reptiles recorded across the study area including adder, slow worm and common 
lizard. 

Potential impacts assessed were considered in two main ways: (i) those during construction and (ii) those 
during operation. Impacts on sensitive ecological receptors were avoided and minimised wherever possible 
and were incorporated (in-built) into the design process. 

The ecology assessment does not predict any likely significant ecological residual effects associated with the 
construction and operation of the Proposed Development. 

Opportunities for ecological enhancement are described in the Outline Habitat Management Plan within 
Appendix 7.6 of the EIA Report. 

Ornithology  

The full assessment of the effects on ornithology receptors is provided in Chapter 8 of the EIA Report.  

In total, 55 bird species were recorded within the study area during targeted ornithological surveys between 
April 2017 and March 2019, using standard survey methodologies. The ornithological assessment identified 
twelve potentially important bird species regularly using the study area. These were: pink-footed goose, 
greylag goose, black grouse, golden eagle, white-tailed eagle, osprey, kestrel, golden plover, dunlin, curlew 
and greenshank. 

There are no designated sites within the site, but the Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands Special Protection 
Area (SPA) is adjacent to the south and south-west of the site. No land-take or habitat loss would occur 
within the Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands SPA. Consequently, no likely significant adverse disturbance 
effects to breeding SPA birds are predicted. 

Potential impacts were considered on wider countryside bird species. No likely significant adverse 
ornithological residual effects are predicted, but some likely non-significant adverse effects are predicted, 
for example: 

➢ The potential death of one immature, non-breeding golden eagle during the life-time of the 
Proposed Development. 

➢ The potential death of one non-breeding/migrating kestrel during the life-time of the Proposed 
Development. 

None of the predicted effects are judged likely to be significant, therefore, if the Proposed Development is 
built, the available information indicates that Favourable Conservation Status would not be affected. 

No significant residual effects on designated site species or any wider countryside bird species are predicted 
and so no specific mitigation is required to offset likely significant effects. Nevertheless, proposed mitigation 
measures, where possible, for non-significant but adverse effects and proposed measures to achieve 
biodiversity benefits (for example through habitat enhancements) are outlined in the Outline Habitat 
Management Plan in EIA Report Appendix 7.6. Mitigation measures proposed include blanket bog/peatland 
restoration and native broadleaved woodland creation. 

Noise 

The full assessment of the effects on noise sensitive receptors is provided in Chapter 9 of the EIA Report.  

The assessment of noise impacts comprised consultation with The Highland Council Environmental Health 
Department, characterisation of the baseline noise environment, assessment of noise effects due to 
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construction activities, construction traffic, operation of wind turbines and operation of other non-turbine 
fixed plant, and evaluation of predicted levels against derived criteria.  

Noise effects from construction, including on-site activities and construction traffic, were found to be not 
significant. Noise effects from fixed non-turbine plant have been determined to be not significant.  

Predicted wind turbine noise levels associated with operation of the Proposed Development meet derived 
noise limits at all identified representative Noise Sensitive Receptors without the requirement for mitigation. 
Noise effects due to operation of wind turbines have therefore been determined to be not significant.     

Archaeology & Cultural Heritage 

The full assessment of effects on cultural heritage and archaeology is provided in Chapter 10 of the EIA 
Report. 

This assessment has evaluated effects on cultural heritage associated with the construction, operation and 
decommissioning of the Proposed Development.  

A desk-based assessment was undertaken and draws on comments provided by Historic Environment 
Scotland, The Highland Council, and The Highland Council’s Historic Environment Team.  

The assessment considers the potential direct effects on assets within the Proposed Development site 
boundary and identifies assets within 1 km of the site boundary, sufficient to inform the character of the 
archaeological landscape (Inner Study Area). The assessment also considers the indirect effects of the 
Proposed Development on the settings of heritage assets in the wider landscape (Outer Study Area). 

Eighteen heritage assets were identified within the Inner Study Area. Two of these are within the site 
boundary: an air shaft associated with the tunnel linking Duchally and Cassley Power Stations, assessed as 
being of low sensitivity; and spoil tip, associated with the construction of the Cassley Power Station tunnel, 
assessed as being of negligible sensitivity. Sixteen assets were identified within 1 km of the site boundary. 
These are mainly located on the lower slopes around the shore of Loch Shin and mostly relate to post-
medieval settlement. They include a farmstead of mid-18th century or earlier date, two unroofed buildings, 
four shieling huts, and five sheepfolds, all assessed as being of low sensitivity. A modern (20th century) power 
station, Cassley power station is assessed as being of low sensitivity. Two survey posts, possibly connected 
to the construction of the power station, and an area of peat cutting, are assessed to be of negligible 
sensitivity. Full details of the assets are provided in EIA Report Appendix 10.1. 

An assessment of the identified cultural heritage assets, and consideration of the current and past land-use 
within and in the immediate vicinity of the Inner Study Area, suggests that there is a low or negligible 
probability that hitherto undiscovered archaeological remains are present within the site. 

The layout of the Proposed Development has been designed to avoid direct effects on the identified heritage 
assets within the site.  

No mitigation is required in relation to the construction, operation or decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development. Written guidelines will be issued for all construction contractors outlining arrangements for 
calling upon retained professional support if buried archaeological remains are discovered during 
construction work. 

One Scheduled Monument (of high sensitivity) lies within the Outer Study Area. However, there is no 
predicted visibility of the Proposed Development from the monument, or from its immediate surroundings, 
and its setting would consequently not be adversely affected. 

The Proposed Development would not give rise to any cumulative effects on heritage assets. 

Access, Traffic and Transport 

The full assessment of the effects on access, traffic and transport receptors is provided in Chapter 11 of the 
EIA Report.  
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During construction the Proposed Development will be accessed from the A838 via an upgraded access 
junction currently used for access to the existing Cassley Hydro Power Station.  

In order to construct the Proposed Development, bulk materials such as cement, sand and aggregate will be 
brought in from local suppliers from the south via the A838 and A836. Specialist loads such the turbine 
components will be transported to site from Invergordon using specialist vehicles via the A9, A839, A836 and 
A838. 

The construction activities will lead to increased traffic volumes predominantly on the A836 and A838 during 
the construction phase only. Following commissioning of the Proposed Development, traffic flows will fall to 
approximately two vehicles every week.   

An assessment of likely potential effects using IEMA Guidelines has been undertaken. This determined that 
minor, non-significant residual effects could be expected on the A836 and A838 road corridors from the site 
access junction through to Ardgay, relating to the increase in traffic operating on the route during the 
construction phase. There are no residual effects associated with the operational phase of the Proposed 
Development. Any effects during construction are reduced by mitigation proposals including a Construction 
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP). 

The traffic effects during the operational phase of the Proposed Development are likely to be insignificant 
as expected traffic flows will be less than two vehicle movements per week, far below the recognised 
thresholds for triggering a formal transport assessment. As such, the effects during the operational phase 
are scoped out of the assessment. 

The traffic effects during the decommissioning phase can only be fully assessed closer to that period, 30 
years on from the completion of the site. As elements of the Proposed Development may remain in-situ 
(such as cable trenches, access tracks, etc), the traffic flows associated with the decommissioning works will 
be lower than those associated with the construction phase. The construction phase therefore represents a 
worst-case assessment and as such, no further assessment of the decommissioning phase has been 
considered at this point in time and has been scoped out of the assessment. 

Hydrology, Hydrogeology, Geology & Soils 

The full assessment of the effects on hydrology, hydrogeology, geology and soils is provided in Chapter 12 
of the EIA Report.  

The Proposed Development is located on sloping moorland on the south side of Loch Shin, in Sutherland. 
The site topography is defined by a generally steady slope downward from high ground at the south, to the 
loch at the north. The site falls within the River Shin catchment, with surface water across the site draining 
north into Loch Shin, itself a heavily modified water body, being a source of water storage for hydroelectricity 
generation. The loch and on-site watercourses have been classified as Poor overall quality by SEPA in 2018.    

Site geology comprises psammite (low permeability) overlain by peat and glacial deposits. Peat depth varies 
across the site, from nil to locally over 3 m.  Design iteration has sought to avoid areas of deep peat wherever 
possible, as well as incorporating design elements such as floated roads over deep peat that could not be 
avoided. A peat slide risk assessment has identified low risks at proposed turbine and infrastructure locations 
across the site. Low risks will be mitigated through micro-siting and/or targeted geotechnical/engineering 
controls, to be informed by detailed pre-construction site investigations. 

The supply pipe of one private water supply (PWS) with the potential to be impacted by the development 
has been identified (Corriekinloch). This is a supply located east of the proposed site access point, with 
pipework leading down slope and across the A838 to serve the cluster of residential properties at the access. 
This supply pipe may be impacted by works to widen the carriageway and reprofile the lower part of the 
slope to allow abnormal load deliveries, if confirmed as required following detailed design (though noting 
the supply itself is upgradient of the potential works and would not be affected). If it is determined that the 
development works may interrupt or adversely impact the PWS supply pipe, then  a detailed Method 
Statement will be produced and agreed with The Highland Council, to confirm measures for maintaining and 
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protecting the supply and/or providing alternative supply during construction, with reinstatement of the 
pipework (if applicable) following construction.  

Other likely construction and operational effects include sedimentation or pollution of the water 
environment from surface runoff, compaction of soils, the removal of peat, peat landslide hazard, and effects 
on groundwater quality and flow regime. Standard/embedded mitigation measures include design iteration 
to appropriately buffer watercourses, and avoid areas of deep peat wherever possible in siting turbines 
(taking account of other environmental and technical constraints). Standard good construction and design 
practice has also been considered as standard mitigation, including detailed pre-construction site 
investigations, agreement and implementation of a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), 
appropriate design of watercourse crossings, and development of a detailed Drainage Strategy for the site. 

The likely effects on hydrological, geological and hydrogeological receptors, taking account of the standard 
mitigation measures, have been assessed as not significant, except for the effect of peat excavation and 
associated impacts on peat soils.  

Additional specific mitigation measures have been proposed to further reduce effects. These include: 
appropriate peat management and re-use on site, and establishing and demarcating working areas and 
corridors. Additionally, a Habitat Management Plan would be implemented, to restore degraded areas of 
peatland habitat in the local area. 

The significance of residual effects on hydrological, geological and hydrogeological receptors is considered 
to be not significant. No cumulative effects on hydrology, hydrogeology and geology are predicted. 

Socio-economics, Recreation & Tourism 

The full assessment of the effects on socio-economic, recreation and tourism receptors is provided in 
Chapter 13 of the EIA Report.  

The Developer is proposing a Highland Supply Chain Initiative, which would increase the positive economic 
impact of the Proposed Development in the Highland Council areas by proactively seeking local companies 
to provide goods and services. It was estimated that during the construction and development phase, the 
Proposed Development could generate £6.5 million Gross Value Added (GVA) and support 89 job years in 
the Highlands and £18.3 million GVA and 267 job years in Scotland. 

Once operational, the Proposed Development could support each year £0.4 million GVA and five jobs in the 
Highlands and £0.7 million GVA and 13 jobs in Scotland. 

The assessment included a review of the literature on the relationships between wind farm development 
and tourism. The review found there is no evidence of a general relationship between the two. Considering 
potential effects on local visitor attractions, countryside pursuits (e.g. shooting and fishing), accommodation 
providers and recreational paths, the assessment found that the Proposed Development would have no 
significant effects on the local tourism economy. 

The Proposed Development would also support public finances and the ambitions of local communities. 
Local communities are set to benefit from a location-specific community benefit fund worth up to £250,000 
each year. Money from the fund will finance investment in projects within the local community. 
Communities may also benefit from the possibility of shared ownership in the Proposed Development. In 
addition, each year, it could result in £0.6 million paid in non-domestic rates. 

Considering existing developments in the proximity of the Proposed Development and those which have 
already received approval, it is expected that the Proposed Development may have a positive impact on the 
strengthening and development of the local onshore wind supply chain. 

Aviation & Radar, Telecommunications, Climate Change and Shadow 

Flicker 

Chapter 14 of the EIA Report provides the full assessment of the following: 
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➢ aviation & radar; 

➢ telecommunications; 

➢ climate change & carbon balance; and  

➢ shadow flicker. 

An aviation assessment has been conducted in accordance with the relevant policy and guidance. The 
assessment concluded that the Proposed Development will have no effect on aviation stakeholders and that 
no mitigation will be required. 

Through implemented design changes and embedded mitigation, the Proposed Development will have no 
residual effects on telecommunications. 

The shadow flicker assessment considered the potential for the Proposed Development to cause shadow 
flicker on sensitive receptors. Desk study and consultation identified that there are no potential receptors 
located within the shadow flicker study area and therefore no significant shadow flicker effects are 
anticipated, and no further assessment is required. This position was agreed through consultation with The 
Highland Council. 

Benefits of the Proposed Development 
The Proposed Development will deliver the following key benefits: 

➢ The Proposed Development would contribute to the attainment of the UK and Scottish Government 
policies of encouraging renewable energy developments; and in turn contribute to the achievement 
of UK and Scottish Government targets for renewable electricity generation.  

➢ The Scottish Government has confirmed its long-term commitment to the decarbonisation of 
electricity generation and the Proposed Development would help advance this policy objective. 

➢ The Proposed Development would have a total installed capacity of no greater than 49.9 MW, which 
would produce around 116,362 MWh/year of clean power which would generate enough electricity 
to supply approximately 32,500 average UK households. 

➢ The Proposed Development is expected to save approximately 52,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide per 
year, resulting in a total saving of 1.56 million tonnes over the 30-year lifetime of the development, 
through displacing carbon-emitting generation. 

➢ The Proposed Development would support public finances and the ambitions of local communities. 
Local communities are set to benefit from a location-specific community benefit fund worth up to 
£250,000 each year.  

➢ Over its lifetime the Proposed Development will contribute to public finances through the payment 
of non-domestic rates. In this way, it is expected to contribute around £578,000 each year, or 
around £17.3 million over its lifetime. 

➢ It was estimated that spending during the construction and development of the Proposed 
Development could result in £6.5 million GVA and 89 job years in Highland, and £18.3 million GVA 
and 267 job years in Scotland. 
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➢ During each year of the Proposed Development’s operation, expenditure in operation and 
maintenance contracts could result in £0.4 million GVA and five jobs in Highland, and £0.7 million 
GVA and 13 jobs in Scotland. 

 

Conclusion 
This Non-Technical Summary of the EIA Report provides an overview of the EIA undertaken for the Proposed 
Development 18 km north-west of Lairg, within the Highland Council administrative area. 

Within Chapter 15 of the EIA Report, a schedule of environmental commitments can be found which details 
the environmental mitigation measures which the Applicant has committed to implement. Chapter 16 of the 
EIA Report summarises the likely environmental effects, the relevant mitigation to be implemented and the 
resulting residual effects. 

The final layout has been informed by a robust EIA and lengthy design iteration process, considering potential 
environmental impacts and their effects, physical constraints, and health and safety considerations. The 
information used to inform the design iteration process included consultation responses received, baseline 
data and the impact assessment undertaken.  

Overall, the Proposed Development is an appropriately designed, and sensibly located wind farm which is in 
line with policies in the local and strategic development plans and conforms to national policy. The Proposed 
Development has been designed to maximise energy production within acceptable environmental limits. The 
Proposed Development will provide a valuable contribution towards the ambitious national targets for 
electricity generation from renewable sources and contribute towards sustainable economic growth in the 
Highlands and Scotland as a whole. 
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