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Summary 

Alba Ecology Ltd. was commissioned by WKN GmbH to conduct a vegetation assessment at 

the proposed turbine locations at Sallachy, a proposed wind farm site in Sutherland, as part 

of the Environmental Impact Assessment process. 

The proposed turbine locations, along with the proposed hardstanding and turning circles and 

some of the track (termed the Development Footprint), were walked at the end of October in 

2020 using the final design layout. The vegetation type at each proposed turbine location was 

assessed using quadrat and transect data. 

Impacts from grazing were noted throughout the vegetation, including hoof prints, dung and 

deer tracks. 

Micro-erosion features were very common within the bog habitat. Large erosion features were 

frequently recorded. These features were often partially vegetated, but many were also 

dripping with water and had peat-stained water trickling down the gullies. 

Given the lack of surface water-logging features, and the conditions described, overall, it is 

considered that the blanket bog habitat within the Development Footprint was likely to be 

largely inactive. This does not preclude that limited peat formation may occur at some 

locations under some circumstances. 

The blanket bog habitat within the Development Footprint did not meet the SSSI selection 

criteria and is not considered to be of “the highest quality”. 

This document reports the findings of the vegetation assessment undertaken by Alba Ecology 

Ltd. in October 2020. 
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Introduction 

Alba Ecology Ltd. was commissioned by WKN GmbH to conduct a vegetation assessment at 

the proposed turbine locations at Sallachy Wind Farm (the Proposed Development), in 

Sutherland, as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment process. 

The proposed turbine locations, along with the proposed hardstanding and turning circles and 

some of the track (termed the Development Footprint), were walked at the end of October in 

2020 using the final design layout, as circulated on 20/10/2020 by the Applicant. The 

vegetation type at each proposed turbine location was assessed using quadrat and transect 

data. 

This document reports the findings of the vegetation assessment undertaken by Alba Ecology 

Ltd. in October 2020. 

Aims and Objectives 

The objectives for this survey and report are to: 

• Visit each proposed turbine location and consider the habitat type and vegetation 

community present; and 

• Consider any blanket bog present at each of these locations in relation to the potential 

for the blanket bog to be actively forming peat. 

• Consider the blanket bog at each of these locations in relation to SSSI selection 

criteria objectives. 

Methods 

Standard habitat and vegetation survey techniques were not repeated for this targeted 

vegetation assessment. A detailed Phase 1 Habitat, NVC, GWDTE and peatland condition 

assessment have been undertaken at an appropriate scale and time of year across the 

Proposed Development area and is reported in Technical Appendix 7.2. 

This vegetation assessment provides a more detailed, localised consideration of the 

vegetation at each of the proposed turbine locations. 

NatureScot’s recently published guidance on development on peatland habitat states “To help 

determine when a proposal could have a significant effect that is of national interest, we have 

developed a new assessment framework. This framework starts from the position that national 

interest will only arise when peatland of the highest quality is lost or damaged. We want to: 

• avoid any further loss of raised and montane bogs; 

• minimise the loss of peat-forming blanket bog; and 

• ensure no net loss of public benefit through effective restoration and management of 

damaged bog to compensate for any losses. 
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Our focus is on peatland habitat. We will not raise national interest matters solely on the carbon 

implications of new developments, or the impacts on ‘deep peat’. The framework adopts 

elements of the criteria used to select SSSIs and uses information collated from the 

Environmental Statement (mainly in the Ecology chapter and the Geology and Hydrogeology 

chapter, together with supporting Appendices) complemented by information on GeoView, 

aerial photography and other relevant data and additional field observations.” (NatureScot, 

2020) 

As a consequence of this Dr Kate Massey of Alba Ecology, a highly experienced upland 

habitat surveyor and botanist undertook this assessment. 

This vegetation survey of the proposed turbine locations draws upon various published 

information and guidance (e.g. Lindsay et al. 2014a-c, Lindsay, 1995, Glenk et al. 2017, SNH, 

2016) and using well established vegetation assessment techniques, namely quadrats and 

transects to make an assessment for each turbine location. This has been completed to 

provide a detailed, transparent approach to address NatureScots considerations of the blanket 

bog habitat in relation to the SSSI selection criteria and whether the blanket bog is of “the 

highest quality”. 

Each proposed turbine location was visited at the end of October 2020. At each location a 2 m 

x 2 m quadrat was placed over a representative vegetation sample and the percentage cover 

recorded for each plant species, along with the percentage of bare peat, the presences of any 

hoof prints, dung, and notes on any damage to the bog-moss layer where present. 

The proportion of the proposed turbine location that was blanket bog, bare peat, rock or water 

was also quantified through a visual transect assessment. At each location, the proportion of 

the near landscape that was made up of vegetation, bare peat, rock or water (within view out 

to a maximum of ca. 50 m) was assessed in an uphill (southwest) and downhill (northeast) 

direction. 

The area surrounding the proposed turbine location was searched for bog pools, bog-moss 

hummocks, erosion features and any other features of note. 

Points of note between proposed turbine locations, including at proposed hard standing areas, 

turning circles and the track were walked and notes made on potential features of interest. For 

example, bog pools and erosion features. 

Each proposed turbine location and the data collected were considered in relation the 

NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)) Peatland Condition Assessment 

Support Tool which describes if a bog is likely to be actively forming peat or not (Glenk et al. 

2017). Peatland activity is the formation of peat when plant material does not decompose due 

to water-logged conditions. Table 1 provides an outline of the criteria used in the Peatland 

Condition Assessment Support Tool to assess peatland activity. Consideration was also given 

to the IUCN descriptions of blanket bog activity (Lindsay, 2014a-c). 

Signs Good Intermediate Bad 

Water Plenty of water, 
visible on the 

surface. 

Surface water is rarely 
visible. 

Deep gullies have formed from 
wind and water erosion. 
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Signs Good Intermediate Bad 

Vegetation Small grasses, 
bog-mosses 

(Sphagnum spp.) 
common and very 

wet. 

Taller plants, such as 
cottongrasses (Eriophorum 

spp.) and heather. 

Rarely any plants grow on the 
areas that are exposed. 

Patches of grasses or heather 
are still found on ‘islands’ in 
between exposed bare peat. 

Bare peat Little to no bare 
peat patches. 

Bare peat patches are 
occasional, burning may 

occur. 

Bare peat areas will continue 
to expand, leaving less plant 
cover as protection on the 

surface. Peat will continue to 
be lost until the solid rock is 

exposed. 

Water quality Water flowing 
from good quality 
peatland is clear. 

Water flowing from 
peatland likely to be slightly 

brown, especially after 
heavy rainfall. 

Bad quality, it can be dark 
brown from the peat content. 

Wildlife Good for wildlife. Wildlife less abundant than 
in good condition. 

Home to little wildlife. 

Resultant 
Activity 

Active Stopped growing, 
inactive 

Inactive 

Table 1: Peatland Condition Assessment Support Tool categories of ‘good, intermediate and bad’ 

peatland (Glenk et al., 2017) 

Limitations 

This survey was conducted at the end of (just outwith) the usual survey period for vegetation 

surveys (which is broadly April to September). Therefore, some of the species were in a 

senescenced or senescencing state. However, the site and its associated species were well 

known to the surveyor and so there was a high degree of confidence in plant identification. 

There was no snow on the ground obscuring vegetation. 

GPS accuracy is typically only to ca. 5-10 m. When visiting each location, the GPS was 

followed and the location found aiming to get as close as possible. A represented sample of 

vegetation was then assessed, avoiding, atypical areas (e.g. haggs). Therefore, the proposed 

turbine location and the quadrat data location may not precisely match, but the assessment 

was considered representative of the vegetation in the proposed turbine location. 

The other limitations of this survey are common to most vegetation surveys and are reported 

in detail in Technical Appendix 7.2 and are not repeated in full here for brevity, but include 

acknowledgement that there is spatial and temporal variation in species appearance, and that 

the intention of the survey work was not to create a full inventory of all the botanical species 

in the site. 

Nomenclature 

Species common names only are used in this report. Scientific names are reported in 

Technical Appendix 7.2. 
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Results 

Overall, the vegetation was typically either blanket bog (M17b with patches of M19) or wet 

heath (M15c), over what appeared to be deep peat. The bog-moss layer was patchy, with red 

bog-moss the most common species present, sometimes forming hummocks, but usually 

small patches under an open vegetation. Papillose bog-moss was occasional. There were 

very limited amounts of soft bog-moss, magellanic bog-moss and flat-topped bog-moss. 

Woolly fringe moss and lichens were frequently present. Purple spoonwort was occasionally 

present. 

Large erosion features were common, particularly around proposed Turbine (T)6, T7, T9 and 

between many proposed turbine locations. These features were often partially vegetated, but 

many were also dripping with water and had peat-stained water trickling down the gullies. 

These large erosion features were considered to be actively eroding. Micro-erosion features 

were also very common within the bog habitat, with bare peat evident, often with hoof prints 

also visible. Worn trails from deer were commonly seen and water tended to run down these 

tracks resulting in further erosion. 

Hummocks and hollows (features typical of good quality blanket bog) were generally poorly 

developed, with pools usually relating to erosion features, where water gathered at the base. 

Natural bog pools were more rarely seen, although two natural bog pools were noted at T7. 

The hummocks present were generally isolated, but some red bog-moss hummocks were 

noted, along with some hummocks of woolly fringe moss. 

Detailed accounts of vegetation at each proposed turbine location are provided in Plates 1-9. 

Tables 2 and 3 summarise the quadrat and transect data for each proposed turbine location. 

Target notes of features between the proposed turbine locations, along the proposed track, 

hard standings and turbine circles are provided in Annex 1: Target notes and Figure 1. 
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Proposed 
turbine 
location 

OS grid 
reference 

NVC 
community 

Cover of 
heather 
(%) 

Cover of 
bog-
mosses 
(%) 

Cover of 
Woolly 
fringe 
moss 
(%) 

Cover of 
forbs 
(%) 

Bare 
peat (%) 

Hoof 
prints 
evident? 

Dung 
present? 

Mean 
bog-
moss 
depth 
(cm) 

Max 
bog-
moss 
depth 
(cm) 

T1 
NC 43438 

19342 
M15c 20 35 20 1 5 Y Y 5.1 7 

T2 
NC 43064 

19527 
M17b 35 42 0 12 0 Y N 3.6 5 

T2 
NC 43066 

19523 
M19 50 11 0 1 0 N N 3.6 6 

T3 
NC 42695 

19708 
M17b 15 35 1 6 10 Y Y 2.5 4 

T4 
NC 42302 

19886 
M17b 40 27 0 12 1 N Y 2.2 4 

T5 
NC 41974 

20115 
M17b/M15 25 7 0 5 2 N N 1.5 2 

T6 
NC 41606 

20311 
M17b/M15 20 5 15 10 15 Y Y 2.3 4 

T7 
NC 41085 

20460 
M17b 25 12 15 7 10 Y N 2.3 5 

T8 
NC 40595 

20682 
M17b 20 25 0 12 0 N N 4.8 7 

T9 
NC 40249 

20906 
M17b 25 40 30 11 5 Y N 9.3 26 

 
 Mean 28 24 8 8 5     3.7 7 

Table 2: Summary of quadrat data collected at proposed turbine locations (October 2020). 
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Proposed 
turbine 
location 

Transect 
direction 

Vegetation 
cover (%) 

Bare peat 
cover (%) 

Rock 
cover 
(%) 

Water 
cover 
(%) 

Drains 
present 
(Y/N) 

Erosion 
gullies 
present 
(Y/N) 

T1 
Uphill 100 0 0 0 N N 

Downhill 97 1 0 2 N Y 

T2 
Uphill 97 3 0 0 Y Y 

Downhill 97 3 0 0 N Y 

T3 
Uphill 98 0 2 0 N N 

Downhill 99 1 0 0 N Y 

T4 
Uphill 100 0 0 0 N N 

Downhill 98 2 0 0 N Y 

T5 
Uphill 95 3 0 2 N Y 

Downhill 90 8 1 1 N Y 

T6 
Uphill 75 25 0 0 N Y 

Downhill 63 30 5 2 N Y 

T7 
Uphill 99 1 0 0 N Y 

Downhill 99 1 0 0 N Y 

T8 
Uphill 100 0 0 0 N N 

Downhill 99 1 0 0 N N 

T9 
Uphill 93 5 2 0 N Y 

Downhill 92 5 1 2 N Y 

Table 3: Transect data collected at proposed turbine locations (October 2020). 

Consideration of Peat Formation 

Blanket bog activity is the formation of peat when plant material does not decompose due to 

water-logged conditions. The data collected from the proposed turbine locations has been 

considered using the Peatland Condition Assessment Support Tool which describes if a bog 

is likely to be actively forming peat (Glenk et al. 2017). These considerations are presented in 

Table 4. 
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Signs Blanket bog at Sallachy Turbine Locations 

Water 
Surface water was rarely visible in pools. Where water was seen it was often 

associated with erosion features. 

Vegetation 

A variety of plants were present, including cottongrasses and heather, but also 
deergrass and purple moor-grass. Generally, species poor, with bog asphodel 

the most common forb. No sundews were recorded. 
Bog-mosses were commonly present but were generally patchy in their extent. 

Bare peat 
Bare peat patches were present within the vegetation as micro-erosion 

features. Larger erosion features were common with bare peat at the sides and 
base. 

Water quality Water flowing from the bogs was stained brown. 

Wildlife 
Specialist blanket bog species, such as dunlin and greenshank, are found on 
the blanket bog on the top of the hill. They are not found on the slopes at the 

proposed turbine location. 

Good/ 
intermediate/bad 

Mostly in intermediate condition with areas in bad condition. 

Corresponding 
activity level 

Likely to be inactive. 

Table 4: Assessment of blanket bog activity using SNH’s support tool. 

 

The blanket bog at the proposed turbine locations at Sallachy was considered to be in an 

intermediate condition which, according to Glenk and co-workers (2017), is unlikely to be 

active. Lindsay and co-workers (2014a-c) give details on peatland condition and activity, and 

describe that much of the blanket bog in the UK is likely to be in a degraded state with weak 

or very limited peat formation activity. Given the lack of surface water-logged features, and 

the conditions described, overall, it is considered that the blanket bog within the Development 

Footprint was likely to be largely inactive. However, this does not preclude that limited peat 

formation may occur at some locations under some circumstances. 

Consideration of SSSI selection criteria 

Following NatureScot’s new guidance (2020), the data collected from the turbine locations has 

been considered in relation to key aspects of the SSSI selection criteria (JNCC, 1994) in 

Tables 5. 

In summary, the blanket bog within the Development Footprint does not satisfy SSSI selection 

criteria. It does meet some aspects of the criteria, for example, the blanket bog does extend 

to more than 25ha, and peat cutting, drains and woodland and scrub invasion are not common 

features of the Development Footprint. However, the Development Footprint is drained by 

extensive network of erosion haggs and associated features and is considered to be largely 

inactive. The Development Footprint is also lacking in most of the species that are mentioned 

in the SSSI selection criteria and it is considered that there is a lack of hummocks and hollows 

or natural surface patterns. This assessment is supported by the fact that the nearby SSSI 

designation did not include this area of Sallachy Estate.
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SSSI selection criteria (paragraph number) Information from the Development Footprint at Sallachy Criteria met? 

3.4 To help prioritise sites above the minimum 

standards of size and peat formation capability 

(section 3.5), there are certain general features which 

indicate the most natural sites, which may be 

assumed to have the greatest quality. 

1. Parts of the original lagg fen still present (in 
raised bogs particularly); 

2. In raised bogs, a high proportion of the 
original central dome sill physically intact; 

3. Low frequency of drains and peat-cuttings; 
4. Presence of plant species indicating peat 

formation capability and/or lack of 
disturbance, notably Sphagnum pulchrum, S. 
fuscum, S.imbricatum, S. balticum, S. 
magellanicum, Dicranum bergeri, 
Rhynchospora alba, R. fusca, Drosera anglica, 
Carex limosa, C.magellanica (= C. paupercula) 
and locally Schoenus nigricans. Other 
component species are described in Annex 1. 

5. An area of natural surface pattern (as defined 
in 3.1.4) within the mire expanse; 

6. Absence of invasion by woodland or scrub, 
though some high quality sites may contain 
trees and scrub with a bog bryophyte floor. 

There should be a presumption toward selection of 

any site exhibiting two or more of these 

characteristics. Furthermore, this presumption should 

apply to all sites above the minimum standards of size 

and peat formation capability (section 3.5). 

None of the blanket bog resource within the Development Footprint 

was considered to be Near-Natural in terms of its condition. 

1. N/A – No lag fen present within the Development Footprint or 
the wider Study Area. 

2. N/A – No raised bog within the Development Footprint or the 
wider Study Area. 

3. There was no evidence of recent peat cuttings within the 
Development Footprint or the wider Study Area. Drains were 
rarely recorded, but one was near T2. However, erosion features 
were common and drained the blanket bog. 

4. S. magellanicum was locally recorded at T2. None of the other 
species mentioned were recorded within the Development 
Footprint or in the wider Study Area. 

5. This criteria refers to a series of hummocks and pools, or 
hummocks and hollows within a site. The hummock-hollow 
structure within the Development Footprint was considered to 
be absent or poorly developed. 

6. Woodland and scrub invasion was not apparent within the 
Development Footprint or in the wider Study Area. 

None of the blanket bog was within 

the Development Footprint was 

considered to be Near-Natural using 

the PCA. 

 

The blanket bog characteristics 

within the Development Footprint 

does not closely match any two of 

these specified criteria. 
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SSSI selection criteria (paragraph number) Information from the Development Footprint at Sallachy Criteria met? 

3.5 Raised bogs larger than 10ha and blanket bogs 

larger than 25ha should be considered for SSSI status 

in all parts of Britain if capable of forming peat. 

Smaller raised bog sites of high quality may be 

selected in Areas of Search where few or no larger 

sites remain (Bold is my emphasis). 

There are two main relevant considerations for this selection criteria 

(note, raised bog habitat is not present so irrelevant in the Sallachy 

context). Firstly, that the blanket bog should be >25ha and secondly 

that it should be actively peat forming. 

There was more than 25ha of blanket bog within the Development 

Footprint and more widely in the Study Area (Technical Appendix 7.2). 

The likelihood of the blanket bog being active has been considered 

above. It was determined that the blanket bog within the Development 

Footprint was of Intermediate condition largely inactive, with some 

activity possible in limited, wetter locations. Peatland Condition 

Assessment Support Tool describes peatland in ‘Intermediation’ 

condition as: 

“Peatlands in Intermediate condition have stopped growing. No 

additional peat layers are added. Instead, peat layers gradually shrink, 

releasing a moderate amount of carbon to the atmosphere, where it 

contributes to climate change”. 

Some areas were clearly actively eroding. Although, it should be noted 

that some of the actively eroding peatland had some re-vegetation. 

The blanket bog within the 

Development Footprint is greater 

than 25ha in extent. 

The blanket bog resource within the 

Development Footprint is 

considered to be Modified, Drained 

and/or Actively Eroding and of 

‘Intermediate’ condition. 

 

The Peatland Action support tool 

and information from other sources 

(i.e. Lindsay et al., 2014b) indicates 

that most of the blanket bog 

resource within the Development 

Footprint is not likely to be forming 

peat but is likely to be currently 

inactive (or very locally, occasionally 

active, under certain conditions). 

6.1 Blanket bog is a type which should be represented 

by the selection of exemplary sites showing the full 

range of ecological variation. 

There was a little ecological variation with the blanket bog (e.g. NVC 

communities M2, M3, M17 and M19) within the Development 

Footprint. However, the blanket bog was typically characterised by 

erosion features and subject to modification through grazing pressure, 

i.e. it was relatively poor quality. 

The blanket bog resource within the 

Development Footprint is not 

considered to be an exemplary 

example of this habitat type with 

evidence of erosion and 

modification through grazing 

impacts. 
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SSSI selection criteria (paragraph number) Information from the Development Footprint at Sallachy Criteria met? 

6.5 (part 2) Blanket bog mesotopes showing any of the 

following microtopic and vegetation features are near-

natural and of high quality. Subject to the minimum 

standard so size and peat formation capability set out 

above, there should be a presumption towards the 

selection of sites which 

contain: 

1. An abundance of Sphagnum-rich ridges (T1) 
2. An abundance of Sphagnum-rich ridges (T2) 
3. Ridges of Sphagnum - Betula nana (T2) 
4. Bryophyte hummocks of Sphagnum fuscum or 

S. imbricatum (T3/2) 
5. Peat mounds (T5) 
6. Hollows of Sphagnum or bare peat- 

Rhynchospora fusca (A2) 

It should be noted that the microforms referred to in this section are 

not clearly represented within the NVC. The NVC provides “a summary 

of plant communities at the site level, but its vegetation units are not 

intended to be used in defining the intricate finer scale mosaics of 

patterned surfaces” (Lindsay, 1995). Microforms were considered in 

more detail during the recent field visit in June 2020. 

1. An abundance of Sphagnum rich ridges (T1) were not recorded 
within the Development Footprint (or in the wider Study Area). 
There were occasionally hummocks of red bog-moss and woolly 
fringe moss. 

2. An abundance of Sphagnum rich ridges (T2) were not recorded 
within the Development Footprint. There were occasionally 
hummocks of red bog-moss and woolly fringe moss. 

3. Betula nana was recorded within the wider Study Area (in M19). 
This area has been deliberately avoided by the design layout. No 
Betula nana was recorded within the Development Footprint. 

4. No S. imbricatum or S. fuscum was recorded within the 
Development Footprint or in the wider Study Area. 

5. Not recorded within the Development Footprint or in the wider 
Study Area. 

6. Not recorded within the Development Footprint or in the wider 
Study Area. 

None of these other criteria were 

met within the Development 

Footprint at Sallachy. 

Table 5: Assessment of the blanket bog within the Development Footprint in relation to the SSSI selection criteria. 
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Discussion and Conclusion 

The new guidance (NatureScot, 2020) identifies that NatureScot may object to proposed wind 

farm developments if the peatland habitats are considered, by NatureScot, to meet SSSI 

selection criteria and be of the highest quality. However, it should be noted that “the majority 

of the UK peatbog habitat is currently in a state of degradation or recovery. Very little is in a 

state which can be regarded as ‘near pristine’. Consequently the likelihood is that, when 

looking at a peat bog system, it will be a system which is in degradation state ... This should 

be taken as the default position until closer examination is able to prove otherwise” (Lindsay 

et al. 2014b). 

NatureScot provide a binary tick box exercise for consideration (by their staff) for each turbine 

location in the form of a “site visit template” and an excel spreadsheet. However, there is no 

accompanying transparent scientific approach provided for staff to follow to allow the binary 

tick box exercised to be completed. Consequently, this vegetation assessment of the turbine 

locations at Sallachy has been provided, using a transparent and robust approach with the 

use of specially targeted quadrat and transect data, to allow assessment of whether the 

blanket bog within the Development Footprints is likely to be active, meets the SSSI selection 

criteria and consequently whether it is of the highest quality or not. 

All the proposed turbine locations were visited and the vegetation present was systematically 

reported on. The vegetation was typically either blanket bog (M17b with patches of M19) or 

wet heath (M15c), over what appeared to be deep peat. The bog-moss layer was patchy with 

only occasional, poorly developed hummocks. Bog pools were not a common feature and 

where found were small and isolated. 

Impacts from deer grazing were noted throughout the vegetation, including hoof prints, dung 

and deer tracks. 

Micro-erosion features were very common within the bog habitat. Large erosion features were 

frequently recorded. These features were often partially vegetated, but many were also 

dripping with water and had peat-stained water trickling down the gullies. 

Given the lack of surface water-logging features, and the conditions described, overall, it is 

considered that the blanket bog at the proposed turbine locations at Sallachy was likely to be 

largely inactive. However, this does not preclude that limited peat formation may occur at some 

locations under some circumstances. 

As shown in Table 5 the blanket bog within the Development Footprint demonstrably did not 

meet the SSSI selection criteria and so is not considered to be of the highest quality. This 

assessment is also supported by the fact that the nearby SSSI designation did not include this 

area of Sallachy Estate, and by the detailed Phase 1, NVC and PCA undertaken more widely 

across the Study Area (Technical Appendix 7.2). 
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Figure 1: Target Note Locations 
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Annex 1: Target Notes 

TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

1 NC4343719353 Details for proposed turbine location T1 (see Plate 1). 
 

2 NC4341619322 Erosion gullies uphill of T1 were partly vegetated but the base was of bare peat with 

some colonisation of common cottongrass. Stones were showing through the peat. 

Some active erosion seems likely. Peat-stained water was flowing in places. The gully 

was 1m high and 0.5m to 2m wide. 

 

3 NC4339919373 Erosion gully. 1.5m high and 2m wide. Quite well vegetated. Eroded down to rock. 

Some red bog-moss and papillose bog-moss was present at the gully base. Hoof 

prints and pulled up bog-moss was evident. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

4 NC4331819442 Two small bog pools were here formed in old erosion feature here. They were 2m 

wide 3m long. Woolly fringe moss hummocks were around the edge with flat-topped 

bog-moss in the pool with feathery bog-moss. 

 

5 NC4324119465 At the top of an M25a section there was M19. This was on a steep slope. Some 

purple moor-grass was present but became dominant further down the slope (ca. 

20m downslope). 

 

6 NC4306419538 Details for proposed turbine location T2 (see Plate 2). 
 

7 NC4305719518 Location of erosion feature located near T2 (see Plate 2). 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

8 NC4305819514 Old drainage ditch leading to erosion feature. It was trickling with water. The 

drainage ditch was ca. 1m deep and 0.5m wide. Heather was dominant on the top of 

the drainage ditch and there was a base of bog-mosses. 

 

9 NC4304119552 Old drainage ditch at this location. It was trickling with water. The drainage ditch was 

ca. 1m deep and 0.5m wide. Heather was dominant on the top of the drainage ditch. 

 

10 NC4269319714 Details for proposed turbine location T3 (see Plate 3). 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

11 NC4259719745 There was a small bog pool at this location. It was ca. 2m x 2m in size. It was located 

in an old erosion feature. Common cottongrass and feathery bog-moss were in the 

pool. There was a small red bog-moss hummock around it. This sort of feature was 

rarely seen. 

 

12 NC4253419778 Erosion features. 1.5m high and 2-4m wide. It had eroded to rock in some places. The 

erosion feature had bare peat on the sides. There was some revegetation at the base 

with bog asphodel and common cottongrass. Water was dripping from the sides and 

trickling downhill. Considered to be actively eroding. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

13 NC4242519855 Erosion feature. 2m high and 5m wide. Well vegetated. 

 

14 NC4230319896 Details for proposed turbine location T4 (see Plate 4). 
 

15 NC4227719916 There were several small erosion features at this location. They were all about 1m 

high and 5m to 10m long. Some revegetation was seen, but also some trickling 

water. 

 

16 NC4220119968 A patch of M25a with frequent star sedge. A little hare’s tail-cottongrass. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

17 NC4210520044 Erosion feature. 1.2m high and 3m to 5m wide. Ca. 20m long. Considered likely to be 

actively eroding. 

 

18 NC4198720132 Large erosion gully. 1.5m high and 3m wide. Eroded to rock in some places with bare 

peat at the base and on the sides of the gully. Water was trickling through the gully. 

Considered to be actively eroding. 

 

19 NC4197220123 Details for proposed turbine location T5 (see Plate 5). 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

20 NC4193420170 Large erosion feature. 1.2m high and up to 8m wide. Eroded to rock in some places 

with areas of bare peat. There was a little colonisation by common cottongrass and 

heath rush (ca. 5% cover). 

 

21 NC4192620176 A large erosion feature. 1.5m high and up to 5m wide. Eroded to rock in some places 

with areas of bare peat at base and sides. Considered actively eroding. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

22 NC4186320213 Smaller erosion feature. 0.75m by 2m wide. Considered likely to be actively eroding. 

 

23 NC4177920254 Fairly well vegetated erosion feature, with a high abundance of bog asphodel. Small. 

0.5m wide. There was a small trickle of water in the centre of the gully. Considered 

likely in be actively eroding to some extent. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

24 NC4174020263 Erosion feature. 1.2m high and 2m wide. Trickling water. Some colonisation by 

common cottongrass. Considered likely to be actively eroding. 

 

25 NC4171820278 Erosion feature. 1m high and 3m wide. Trickling peat-stained water. Draining and 

actively eroding. It was sparsely vegetated with bog asphodel. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

26 NC4169920285 Erosion feature. 1.2m high and 3m wide. Where it flattened out there was an M2 bog 

pool, with feathery bog-moss. The pool was associated with the erosion feature. 

There was some red bog-moss and papillose bog-moss to the side of the pool. 

 

27 NC4165920305 Several large areas of actively eroding bare peat with erosion features and M3 at the 

base. Very sparse colonizing of common cottongrass. The erosion had revealed old 

tree roots. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

28 NC4163320314 10m x 5m area of bare peat with sparse common cottongrass. Considered likely to be 

actively eroding. Erosion had revealed rocks and old tree roots. 

 

29 NC4160220321 Details for proposed turbine location T6 (see Plate 6). 
 

30 NC4157020244 The blanket bog vegetation was transitioning in and out of M19 and M17 around this 

location. A visual search for dwarf birch was conducted, but none were located. 

 

31 NC4107720455 Location near to T7 without and pool or hummocks. 

 

32 NC4119220413 There was a fairly large strip of M19 going down the hillslope at this location. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

33 NC4125520407 There was a bog pool at this location. It was M2a with feathery bog-moss. There 

were not many hummocks present but there was a small bog-moss lawn. 

 

34 NC4105120483 Area near T7 without and pool or hummocks. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

35 NC4069820633 Erosion feature. 1.5m high and 2m wide. Dripping and gently flowing with peat-

stained water. There was some bog-moss and common cottongrass at the base of 

the feature. 

 

36 NC4060720667 Small erosion feature. 1m high. There was bare peat on sides, but was well vegetated 

along the base, including with heath rush. 

 

37 NC4059420691 Details for proposed turbine location T8 (see Plate 8). 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

38 NC4049520729 Erosion features. 1m high and 2m wide. Partly revegetated. 

 

39 NC4043920762 Erosion features. 1m high and, 3m wide. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

40 NC4035320809 An isolated M2a bog pool. Ca. 2m x 3m. Hummocks were poorly developed. 

 

41 NC4035020816 Erosion features. 0.75m high and 1m wide. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

42 NC4026320888 Series of erosion features all ca. 1m high. Considered likely to be actively eroding 

with peat-stained water flowing. There was some pooling at some base of the 

features and there was some colonisation of common cottongrass. 

 

43 NC4030520620 Erosion feature. 1.5m high and 3m wide. Considered likely to be actively eroding. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

44 NC4044420565 Lots of small (<1m high) erosion features within the M17b blanket bog at this 

location. 

 

45 NC4071420400 There was a large rocky section within the stream at this location. 

 

46 NC4085020310 The blanket bog vegetation was transitioning in and out of M19 and M17 around this 

location. A visual search for dwarf birch was conducted, but none were located. 
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TG Grid reference Comment Photo 

47 NC4108520244 The blanket bog vegetation was transitioning in and out of M19 and M17 around this 

location. A visual search for dwarf birch was conducted, but none were located. 

 

 




